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Dear Members, Chère Consoeurs, Cher Confrères
It is with great pleasure that we invite you to join us at our
56th Grand Chapitre in the historic town of Marlow-on-Thames
and the surrounding countryside.
Our base will be the stunning Danesfield Hotel sited high above
the river amidst 65 acres of gardens with outstanding views
of the valley and the Chiltern Hills. General Manager Maître
Hôtelier Anthony Cox and his team, including the kitchen crew
lead by Exec Chef Billy Reid, will make us most welcome.
Our weekend starts on the Thursday with a visit to Windsor
Castle and, that evening, a Dîner Amical in the world famous
Cliveden House, previously home of the Astor family, and now
in the ownership of The National Trust. Next morning there
will be a visit to Waddesdon Manor, home of Baron Eric de
Rothschild and again now cared for by the National Trust. Our
Welcome Dinner that evening takes place in the Versailles
Room of the Danesfield Hotel.
As is now our custom, the induction of new members and
promotees will take place on Saturday morning to allow the
maximum participation by our professionals. This year we are
especially privileged to be able to hold the Induction in nearby
Henley Town Hall. Our Inducting Officer will be Ari Arvonen,
Bailli Délégué de Finlande and Membre du Conseil Magistral.
Saturday afternoon has the opportunity to take a gentle river
cruise together with tea aboard Hibernia. Then in the evening
our Gala Dinner will be in the spectacular Stoke Park Club in
Stoke Poges surrounded by hundreds of acres of parkland.

With Gaggenau, enjoying wine at its best starts before you even open the bottle.

On Sunday our farewell lunch is in the famous foodie village of
Bray. We have selected Heston Blumenthal’s Michelin-starred
Hinds Head.
The teams at all our venues have planned great menus
reflecting both the location and time of year. All the trips
include knowledgeable guides so that you can maximise your
enjoyment. We look forward to welcoming you all, together
with your guests, to a weekend of cultural interest, culinary
and vinious excellence and, most of all, great camaraderie.
Vive la Chaîne!

Philip Evins
Bailli Délégué
Membre du Conseil Magistral

Phil Douglas		
Chancelier		

David Edwards
Argentier

The difference is Gaggenau.
An important part of true enjoyment is waiting for just the
right moment. With our wine climate cabinets, this becomes
a sensual experience in itself. They are attractive to look at
and made from materials of exceptional quality you can feel.
Your wines are stored at constant temperatures in low-vibration
bottle trays in separate climate zones. Our standards are
the same as you’d expect from any fine vintage: enjoyment
for all the senses.
For more information and a list of partners, please dial
0344 8928988 or visit: www.gaggenau.co.uk. Alternatively,
please visit our showroom at: 40 Wigmore Street, London,
W1U 2RX.

PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS
Windsor Castle
St George’s Chapel within the Castle Precincts is the
spiritual home of the Order of the Garter, the oldest order
of chivalry in the world. Founded at Windsor by Edward III in
1348, its Knights still attend a Service of Thanksgiving in the
chapel of their patron, St George, processing in their robes
and insignia through the Castle Precincts. Today, the Order
consists of The Queen, The Prince of Wales and 24 Knight
Companions.
Join us for what will certainly be a memorable tour of this
iconic castle.
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Windsor Castle is the oldest and largest inhabited castle in
the world. It has been the family home of British kings and
queens for almost 1,000 years. It is an official residence of Her
Majesty The Queen.
Windsor is still very much a working royal palace. The Castle
is used regularly for ceremonial and State occasions. It is
here that The Queen often hosts State Visits from overseas
monarchs and presidents. St George’s Hall makes a spectacular
setting for a State Banquet, when a single table, stretching
the length of the hall and seating 160 people, is decorated
with porcelain, and silver-gilt from the Royal Collection.

The Grand Reception Room

St George’s Chapel
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Waddesdon
Manor

DÎNER AMICAL AT CLIVEDEN
The story of Cliveden is about 300 years of power, politics and parties. A house built for
entertaining. The first house was built in 1666 by the 2nd Duke of Buckingham. A notorious
rake, schemer and wit, he created Cliveden as a hunting lodge where he could entertain
his friends and mistress. The house has played host to virtually every British monarch since
George I and has been home to three Dukes, an Earl and Frederick Prince of Wales, who
created a happy family home here until his death in 1751.
Queen Victoria, a frequent guest, was
not amused when the house was bought
by William Waldorf Astor, America’s richest
citizen. When in 1906 he gave it to his son
and daughter-in-law Nancy Astor,
Cliveden became the hub of a hectic social
whirl, where notable guests included
everyone from Charlie Chaplin to Winston
Churchill, and President Roosevelt to
George Bernard Shaw.
Today the Cliveden estate is owned by the
National Trust and the house is a privately
owned 5 star Hotel. We will take drinks in
the famous French Dining Room or on the
Terrace, depending on the weather, then
move to the sumptuously appointed André
Garrett Room to enjoy food prepared by
multiple award winning Chef André Garrett.
A real treat.

Waddesdon Manor is a country house in Buckinghamshire.
The house was built in the Neo-renaissance style of a French
château between 1874 and 1889 for Baron Ferdinand de
Rothschild. Originally nothing but farmland, the Baron wanted
a country retreat built in the style of a Loire châteaux
and soon engaged the French architect Gabriel-Hippolyte
Destailleur. It was created as a place to entertain guests at
Ferdinand’s famous ‘Saturday to Monday’ house parties.
Over the years the family have assembled an amazing
collection of internationally renowned art from paintings
to ceramics. The cellars now hold over 10,000 bottles,

documenting 150 years of the Rothschild family’s ownership
of two of the most famous Bordeaux vineyards, Château Lafite
Rothschild and Château Mouton Rothschild.
Your day includes a guided tour of the house, lunch, a tour
of the cellars and time to wander through the gardens. Our
expert guides can bring the history of the Rothschild treasures
to life. Hear the story behind the elephant automaton; find
out more about the portraits by Gainsborough and Reynolds,
and study in detail the paintings by Dutch Old Masters. Admire
extraordinary French furniture, porcelain and textiles, all set
off by original 18th century panelling.

Thames Cruise
Relax for the afternoon on a trip on the idyllic River
Thames in the comfort of the modern and luxurious
Hibernia. Take advantage of the stunning panoramic
view from on board — viewing the beauty of the Thames
from Hibernia is a special experience as she is encased
in glass, allowing guests wonderful visibility whilst
affording dry accommodation in comfort. She is also
fitted with two large glazed sliding hatches port and
starboard which allow the saloon area to be open
during fine weather cruising to give the best of the
day’s weather.
Our trip will include a commentary about the
buildings, architecture and wildlife we pass, and a light
afternoon tea will be served.

The new PT Series

www.schott-zwiesel.com

Top Performance

Appreciation through perfection.
SCHOTT ZWIESEL is the global market leader among the best hotels, restaurants and bars. Our patented Tritan® crystal glass has set the benchmarks for
brilliance, break and dishwasher resistance. The Pure collection offers cutting
edge design, informed with sommelier skill. For more information visit our web
site or call +44 (0)1629-56190.

www.winterhalter.biz/pt-scout

Top Performance: brilliant, fast, efficient

The glass of the professional.
Appreciation through perfection.
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Gala Dinner at Stoke Park Country Club
Our arrival at Stoke Park is another real eye opener, driving
between the landscaped fairways to a club house built on
a rise with views as far as Windsor Castle. For most of its
existence Stoke Park has been a private estate owned and
visited by some of the most famous people in British history.
However, in 1908 it was transformed through the vision of
one man, Nick ‘Pa’ Lane Jackson, into a luxury country club,
the likes of which had not been seen in this country before.
It includes a hotel with a three rosette Restaurant in the
clubhouse, a range of all the major sporting activities and
acts as host to a number of major corporate events. We have
drinks in the Great Hall before moving to the Fountain Room
for Dinner.

Welcome Dinner at Danesfield
Our evening will start with drinks in the stunning Grand Hall
in the hotel or on the terrace overlooking the River Thames
if weather permits. We then move to the aptly named
Versailles Room for dinner under the baton of Executive
Chef Billy Reid.
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Are you making the most
from your coffee menu?

Page 1

Great food from

Bidvest 3663
Offering real choice
Over 13,000 products including
specialist and fine foods ranges
Easier for you
Ordering couldn’t be simpler

Look no further than Ferns Coffee - leading coffee
providers to the trade – with a premium range of
coffee blends and broader hot beverage solutions.
Try our new Sassetta coffee blend - inspired by the
finest Italian espresso coffee and fully supported
through branded merchandise (swing signs, loyalty cards
and menus)

www.fernscoffee.com or ring 01256 355661

Working with you all the way
To deliver what’s important for your
business
Doing what’s right
For you and the environment

To find your local depot visit

www.3663.co.uk

Henley

The Hinds Head, Bray

Henley is known internationally as Britain’s premier rowing
centre, with five clubs in the town. Leander being considered
the most prestigious. Our Induction Ceremony takes place
in the Town Hall and after a drinks reception members are
free to explore the town before joining the Hibernia for an
afternoon tea cruise along the River Thames.

Internationally renowned Chef Heston Blumenthal has three
restaurants in the Village of Bray. The Fat Duck is well-known
as an internationally acclaimed restaurant and the Hinds Head
is Heston’s second restaurant in Bray. A delightful and relaxed
venue for our farewell lunch.
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FRIDAY 2 OCTOBER

SATURDAY 3 OCTOBER

SUNDAY 4 OCTOBER

Please ALL check-in at the Welcome Desk in the entrance hall
of Danesfield Hotel

Private Guided Tour of Waddesdon Manor with Lunch
and Cellar Tour (£80/person or £65/perosn for National Trust Members)

Induction Ceremony and Reception,
Henley Old Town Hall (£30/person)

Farewell Lunch at the Hinds Head, Bray

Thursday
Friday		
Saturday

09.30

Bus leaves hotel

10.30

Arrive at Waddesdon

Inducting Officer, Ari Arvonen, Bailli Délégué de Finlande and
Membre du Conseil Magistral

11.00

Private Guided tour of the Ground floor

THURSDAY 1 OCTOBER

12.00

Lunch in the Manor Restaurant

Arrival at the Danesfield Hotel at your leisure.

14.00

House and garden entry

15.30

Cellar tour

16.15

Bus returns to the hotel
Arrival at hotel

REGISTRATION

(£20/person)

14.00 – 18.00
09.30 – 17.30
09.00 – 17.00

Visit to Windsor Castle

(£50/person)

11.00

Bus leaves Danesfield Hotel

17.00

11.30

Tour of Windsor Castle

Dress code: Smart casual

13.30

Lunch of your choice (not included)

15.00

Bus returns to hotel

15.30

Arrival at hotel

Dress code: casual

Dîner Amical in the André Garret Room,
Cliveden Hotel (£130/person)
18.45

Buses leave Danesfield Hotel

19.15

Drinks

20.00

Dinner hosted by General Manager, Maître Hôtelier
Sue Williams

23.00

Buses return to Danesfield

Dress code: Jackets and Chaîne regalia

14.00

GB Board of Directors Meeting, Danesfield Hotel

15.30

AGM for GB members, Danesfield Hotel

Welcome Dinner In The Versailles Room,
Danesfield Hotel (£115/person)
19.00

Drinks in the Grand Hall or on the Terrace
(weather permitting)

20.00

Dinner hosted by General Manager,
Maître Hôtelier Anthony Cox

Dress code: Lounge suits with Chaîne regalia

10.00

Bus leaves hotel

10.30

Assemble for the ceremony

11.00

Induction ceremony

12.30

Reception in the Hall

13.30

Bus leaves for hotel

12.00

Bus leaves hotel

12.30

Lunch with General Manager, Maître Restaurateur
Virag Harangozo-Avril

15.30

Arrival at hotel

Dress code: Smart casual with Chaîne regalia

End of the Grand Chapitre

Dress code: Lounge Suits or Jackets and full Chaîne regalia

River Cruise onboard Hibernia

(£90/person)

(£35/person)

14.00

Leave hotel

14.15

River cruise with afternoon tea

16.30

Arrival at hotel

We wish you a safe journey home and hope to see you next
year 28 September to 2 0ctober in Manchester.

REGISTER ONLINE
www.chaine.co.uk/grand-chapitre/register

Dress code: Casual

Gala Dinner in the Fountain Room at Stoke Park Club
(£140/person)

18.15

Bus leaves hotel

19.00

Champagne and canapés in the Grand Hall

19.45

Gala Dinner hosted by General Manager,
Maître Hôtelier Giammario Ragnoli
Charity Raffle for The Clink
(remember to bring £10 or £20 notes)

NOTE

Event prices include transfers by bus from Danesfield House Hotel.

24.00

Finish

Dress code: Black Tie and Evening Dresses with Chaîne regalia
Ari Arvonen, Bailli Délégué de Finlande,
Membre du Conseil Magistral.

SPECIAL CHAÎNE GUESTROOM RATES
Classic Single		

£139

Classic Double		

£199

Newly Refurbished wing:

Classic Courtyard

£204

Classic Double			£314

Classic Garden/Superior Double/Philippe Stark

£214

Junior Suite			£459

Deluxe River/Deluxe Feature/Philippe Stark Feature

£274

Duplex Master Suite (No. 239)

£849

Junior Suite/Junior Garden Suite			

£294

Duplex Master Suite (No. 240)

£899

Tower Suite		

£299

River Suite		

£324

These rates include full English breakfast and include VAT at 20%. We are pleased to let you know that they are applicable to the total
length of any stay which includes the Grand Chapitre for those of you wishing to extend your stay.

www.danesfieldhouse.co.uk

DANESFIELD HOUSE HOTEL AND SPA
Danesfield House, with its striking chalk fronted exterior,
stands proudly amongst 63 Acres of stunning landscaped
gardens. The first house was built in 1644. Then soap
magnate Robert Hudson, of Sunlight soap fame, had it
completely rebuilt in 1901. The House boasts stunning
views of the River Thames and the Chiltern Hills beyond.
With its colourful history, Danesfield House Hotel and Spa
offers a star experience, combining both professionalism
and class with a nod towards its original purpose as a
family home. The building itself has played a key role
in the Country’s history, housing a School of young Boys
evacuated here during the War, and then the property was
requisitioned as an RAF base for the intelligence Section,
collating the aerial photography from the Reconnaissance
Missions over enemy territory. The property remained in
the hands of the Royal Air Force until 1977. In 1991, the
House opened as a luxury Country House Hotel, with charm
and character that reflects its historic past, hosting large
corporate and Private Events such as George Clooney’s
wedding party.
The award-winning Spa facilities encompass a beautiful
20-metre swimming pool, with breath-taking views of the
surrounding countryside, a Jacuzzi, sauna and steam room,
a fully equipped Matrix gymnasium and Zen Fitness Studio.
Hotel guests can reach the Spa by a glass walkway that
showcases the stunning views of the surrounding English
country gardens. An oasis of elegance and calm awaits,
offering guests an escape from the busy lifestyles and
hectic schedules of modern life.

LOCATION

How to find the hotel

DANESFIELD HOUSE HOTEL AND SPA | HENLEY ROAD |
MARLOW-ON-THAMES | BUCKINGHAMSHIRE | SL7 2EY

From M4
Take the M4 motorway exit at Junction 8/9, signposted
A404 for Marlow.

TEL: +44 (0) 1628 891010 | FAX: +44 (0) 1628 890408 |
EMAIL: enquiries@danesfieldhouse.co.uk

BOOKINGS
Members can call the Reservation Department on
01628 891607 to reserve their bedrooms. Quote
“Grand Chapitre Event”, and then choose their
preferred standard of bedroom, then the team will
email the guests their letters of Confirmation, and
detail the agreed rates.
NOTE
We have reserved rooms at these rates. Any not
booked by 1 September will be released for public
sale and thereafter pricing will be at best available
rate rather than the special Chaîne rate.

From M40
If taking the M40 motorway, exit at Junction 4, signposted
A404 for Marlow. Then follow signs to Marlow on the A4155.
From A404
At the roundabout in the centre of Marlow, carry straight on
and continue on this road for about three miles, signposted
Henley, until you pass under an iron footbridge. The
entrance to Danesfield House Hotel and Spa is on the left
hand side. If travelling from Heathrow or Gatwick please
follow M4 directions.
Sat Nav co-ordinates
Satellite navigation co-ordinates: 5133.30N, 00049.30W
Hotel Postcode: SL7 2EY.
By Air:
From London Heathrow International Airport Distance — 23
miles. Time of transfer — 35 minutes.
From London Gatwick International Airport Distance — 80
miles. Time of transfer — 90 minutes.

With thanks to our Partners who support Chaîne GB throughout the year
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